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Historic  Dolls 


Mrs>  Herbert  P»  Storck 


LOCAL  WOMAN'S  HOBBY 


Home-Made  Dolls  Give 
Vivid  Picture  Of  History 


BUILDER  OF  HISTORIC  DOLLS— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  P.  Storck,  1212  Illsley  Ave.,  are  shown  with  a 
couple  of  the  dozens  of  historic  dolls  Mrs.  Storck  has  made  in  the  past  eight  years.  Here  Mrs.  Storck 
adjusts  a  lamp  on  a  small  table  beside  figures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abe  Lincoln. 


By  MARSHALL  LINCOLN 

The  history  of  the  United  States 
in  general  and  of  Indiana  in  par- 
ticular lives  in  miniature  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  P. 
Storck,  1212  Illsley  Ave. 

If  you  want  to  see  how  famous 
characters  of  our  nation's  story 
appeared,  chances  are  the  Storcks 
can  show  you,  for  they  have  doz- 
ens of  home-made  dolls  represent- 
ing noteworthy  characters  out  of 
our  country's  past. 

These  dolls,  dressed  in  costumes 
such  as  the  principals  wore  when 
they  lived  years  ago,  have  been 
made  by  Mrs.  Storck. 

Mrs.  Storck  started  to  make  the 
dolls, in  1946  to  entertain  her  two 
sons,  John,  now  17,  and  Edward, 
now  14.  Each  summer,  the  Storcks 
made  trips  through  the  historic  re- 
gions of  our  country.  Upon  return- 
ing home,  Mrs.  Storck  would  set 
to  work  making  the  dolls  to  show 
her  sons  the  former  appearance  of 
the  people  who  used  to  live  in  the 
places  the  Storcks  had  just  visited. 

These  summer  trips  are  still  a 
part  of  the  Sorcks'  lives,  only  now 
Mrs.  Storck  has  a  much  wider  au- 
dience for  her  dolls  than  just  her 
two  sons. 


It  seems  she  has  become  quite 
popular  in  history  classes  of  some 
Fort  Wayne  schools.  She  has  made 
frequent  appearances  to  show  the 
school  kids  her  dolls  along  with 
her  show  of  color  slides  and  movies 
of  the  places  in  America  where  the 
people  represented  by  her  dolls 
used  to  live. 

Some  of  her  dolls  represent  cer- 
tain types  of  people,  such  as  In- 
dians or  early  settlers  or  cowboys, 
but  most  of  them  are  made  to  look 
like  actual  characters  out  of  our 
nation's  past  —  characters  such  as 
Buffalo  Bill,  "Mad"  Anthony 
Wayne,  Abe  Lincoln  and  his  moth- 
er and  wife,  Chief  Little  Turtle, 
Ben  Franklin  and  many  others. 

The  ease  with  which  the  school 
children  recognize  the  figures 
proves  she  has  done  a  good  job 
of  making  the  dolls  look  like  the 
real  people  of  the  past  they  repre- 
sent. Mrs.  Storck  gets  quite  a 
thrill  out  of  hearing  the  school 
kids,  upon  first  seeing  a  table  full 
of  dolls,  say,  "Oh,  look,  there's 
Ben  Franklin,  and  over  here's 
Bill  Cody,"  or  "Abe  Lincoln  looks 
just  like  he  does  in  our  history 
book. ' 


YOUNG  ABE  LINCOLN  STUDIES— These  dolls  depict  Abe  Lincoln's 
mother  sewing  as  young  Abe  does  his  homework  with  the  aid  of 
a  shovel. 


Dolls  about  six  inches  high  ap- 
peal to  Mrs.  Storck  the  most,  but 
she  has  found  from  experience  that 
the  school  kids  usually  ignore  this 
size  and  spend  most  of  their  time 
looking  at  the  larger  ones  which 
are  about  10  inches  high. 

The  dolls  are  stuffed  with  ka- 
pock  and  the  flesh,  such  as  faces 
and  hands,  is  made  of  bits  of  silk 
stockings.  Clothes  and  trimmings 
are  made  of  cloth,  pins,  buttons 
and  little  bits  of  metal  fashioned 
to  serve  as  buckles  and  other 
pieces  of  the  characters'  costumes. 

To  make  the  dolls  authentic  re- 
quires Mrs.  Storck  to  know  quite 
[  a  bit  of  history,  and  sometimes  she 
must  do  some  research  and  "de- 
tective work"  to  find  out  how 
someone  looked  many  years  ago. 

For  instance,  when  Mrs.  Storck 
decided  to  make  a  doll  of  Abe 
Lincoln's  mother,  she  could  find 
no  pictures  of  her  or  any  adequate 
description  of  her  appearance. 
Since  she  had  seen  pictures  of 
Abe's  father  and  knew  that  Abe 
didn't  look  like  him,  she  decided 
Abe  must  have  resembled  his 
mother,  so  she  made  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln's face  similar  to  Abe's. 
Many  Dolls  Of  Lincoln 
Lincoln  is  a  favorite  character 
of  Mrs.  Storck  and  she  had  many 
dolls  depicting  him  at  various 
stages  of  his. life. 

She  often  has  built  little  pieces 
of  "stage  property"  to  go  with  the 
figures  and  give  them  more  mean- 
ing. For  instance,  a  stage  coach 
with  a  team  of  horses  was  made 
to  go  with  Buffalo  Bill,  who,  in- 
cidentally, was  made  with  a  U.  S. 
mail  sack  over  his  shoulder — with 
reference  to  part  of  Bill  Cody's 
life.  Other  props  include  such 
things  as  chairs  and  tables.  > 


BUFFALO  BILL  BEADY  TO  BIDE— This  figure  of  Buffalo  Bill  Cody, 
measuring  about  10  inches  high,  is  one  of  many  historic  dolls  made 
by  Mrs.  Storck. 


i&irW.-^'c^.     FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA,  THURSDAY  MORNING,  JULY  8,  1954 


ARY  TODD  LINCOLN  is  perhaps  the  most  controversial  figure  among 
1  our  First  Ladies.  Had  she  presided  in  the  White  House  during  an  era 
of  peace  her  official  career  might  have  been  comparatively  untroubled.  But  she 
came  to  Washington  when  storm  clouds  were  hovering  over  the  nation  and  she  fell 
victim  to  wartime  rancors.  Mary  Todd  married  Lincoln  when  he  was  a  struggling 
Illinois  attorney,  although  she  numbered  among  her  admirers  the  already  prominent 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.  She  discerned  even  |hen  in  homespun  Abraham,  the  future 
President.  She  was  ambitious,  but  when  her  greatest  ambition  was  realized,  she 
failed  to  find  happiness.  A  southerner,  with  members  of  her  family  in  both  the 
Confederate  and  Union  armies,  she  was  bound  to  meet  hostility,  especially  on  the 
part  of  Union  supporters.  If  she  gave  entertainments,  she  was  accused  of  frivolity 
during  a  national  crisis.  If  she  did  not,  she  was  accused  of  failing  to  lighten  the 
gloom  engendered  by  Confederate  victories.  The  death  of  her  son,  Willie,  in  1862, 
plunged  her  into  paroxysms  of  grief.  But  there  was  more  tragedy  to  come.  On 
April  14,  1865,  Lincoln  was  assassinated.  Later,  in  1871,  another  son,  Tad,  died 
of  typhoid.  Grief  brought  her  to  the  verge  of  madness.  A  tragic,  little  understood 
figure,  tried  beyond  endurance  by  misfortune! 

THE  GOWN  OF  Mrs.  Lincoln  is  made  of  a  heavy  Lyons  type  velvet  in  a  rich  shade 
of  royal-purple.  The  tightly  fitted  basque  bodice  has  a  wide  V-shaped  neckline 
draped  with  a  heavy  fichu  of  black  Alencon  lace  which  has  a  dainty  white  edging. 
A  bouquet  of  pansies  is  placed  at  the  bosom.  The  elbow-length  sleeves  are  puffs 
of  Alencon  lace  combined  with  garlands  of  draped  white  French  illusion,  coming 
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From  dollmaker:  ,        .„.....,...,,      ,,.»,,  i  , 


Candy  Bosselmann 


from  under  the  fichu.  The  boned  bodice  is  deeply  pointed  over  the  skirt  and I  the 
waistline  is  piped  with  a  narrow  silk  cording  as  are  all  the  seams  m  the  bodice  as 
well  as  those  of  the  full  skirt  which  is  made  of  ten  straight  pieces  J^jjj^he 
skirt  is  drawn  into  the  waistline  by  the  use  of  unpressed  pleats.  The  entire  nemlme 
fnd  iain  *  finished  with  the  same  white  silk  piping.  On  display  with  the  gown 
is  a  fan  made  of  purple  taffeta  and  also  a  small  purple  parasol  which  was  carried 
with  the  gown. 

MARY  TODD  LINCOLN  43 


and  narrowly  bind  with  net.  Trim  with  narrow  white  silk  ribbon  bows.  Cut  the  pleated 
bodice  trim  of  net.  Baste  and  press  pleats  in  place.  Trim  bottom  of  this  pleating  with 
a  bias  strip  of  moire  as  shown  in  sketch.  Whip  a  slightly  gathered  lace  ruffle  to  the 
underneath  of  bias  strip.  Tack  trim  in  place  around  the  shoulders.  Gather  net  trim  on 
double  lines,  at  center  front,  and  both  back  ends.  Draw  up  as  in  sketch.  Cover  gathers 
with  very  narrow  strips  of  moire.  In  the  back,  whip  right  side  to  back  of  bodice.  Do  the 
same  with  left  side,  but  cover  end  with  a  narrow  strip  of  moire.  Narrowly  bind  bottom 
of  bodice  with  self-material.  The  skirt  should  be  lined  with  very  light  batiste.  Cut  skirt 
according  to  diagram.  There  is  a  pocket  in  the  front  of  the  skirt.  Make  according  to  in- 
structions for  #1,  Martha  Washington.  Make  pointed  cuts  in  bottom  according  to  cut- 
ting diagram.  Sew  center  back  seam  leaving  IW  open  at  top  for  placket.  Narrowly  bind 
bottom  of  skirt  -  all  those  interminable  points!  Place  a  double  ruffle  of  net  just  under- 
neath bottom  of  skirt.  Make  box  pleats  in  skirt  top  and  mount  on  a  narrow  net  waist- 
band. Tack  to  bodice  at  seams  and  darts.  Lace  bodice  up  back  with  white  floss.  Place 
a  concealed  hook  and  eye  at  neckline  and  under  satin  shoulder  band.  Drape  a  lace 
scarf,  about  23"  x  6"  over  the  doll's  arms. 
#18  -  MARY  TODD  LINCOLN.  1818-1882.  Wife  of 
President  Abraham  Lincoln.  FIRST  LADY  1861-1865. 

Mrs.  Lincoln's  very  formal  gown  is  made  of  royal 
purple  velvet.  It  is  trimmed  with  white  satin  piping  in 
the  seams,  white  chenille  on  the  sleeve  caps,  black  lace 
on  the  sleeves,  and  velvet,  jet  black,  and  white  lace  on 
the  bertha.  Make  the  short  chemise,  bust  pads,  pan- 
talets, underpetticoat  and  two  petticoats.  Make  the 
top  petticoat  wider  than  the  bottom  one.  You  may  have 
to  make  a  hoop  to  support  the  skirt,  The  shoes  should 
be  black  or  purple  and  the  stockings  black.  Make  her 
hair  dark  brown.  Use  a  long  arm  kit  for  this  doll.  Make 
several  yards  of  very  narrow  white  satin  piping.  Sew 
the  sections  of  the  front  together  with  piping  in  all  seams. 

the  sections  of  the  front  together  with  piping  in  all  seams.  Sew  side  backs  to  center 
backs  with  piping  in  seams.  Turn  under  back  edges  and  hem.  Sew  shoulder  and  underarm 
seams.  Line  sleeve  caps  with  black  net  and  trim  as  shown  in  sketch,  with  white  chenille. 
Edge  V4"  black  lace  with  edge  of  V"  white  lace.  Gather  black  lace  to  bottoms  of  white 
silk  sleeves.  Tack  sleeves  and  sleeve  caps  together  at  X's.  Sew  sleeve  seams.  Gather 
the  top  of  sleeves  to  fit  armscyes.  Baste  sleeve  caps  in  place  to  sleeves  and  sew  sleeves 
into  armscyes.  Bind  bottom  of  bodice  with  white  satin  and  face  neckline  with  black  net. 
Cut  the  skirt  gores  according  to  diagram.  Sew  the  gores  together  with  piping  in  all 
seams.  Bind  bottom  with  white  satin.  Gather  to  a  net  waistband  and  tack  to  inside  of 
bodice  at  seams  and  darts.  Make  the  bertha  over  the  net  base  following  sketch  and 
diagram.  Slope  the  lace  ruffle  up  in  front  and  bring  it  down  to  a  point  in  the  back.  Trim 
with  two  small  velvet  bows  as  shown.  Close  the  bodice  back  with  purple  or  black  lacing. 
Tack  or  pin  bertha  in  place  around  shoulder.  Close  back  of  bertha  with  hooks  and 
eyes. 
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P.  O.  BOX  2S5  395-0337  ANTIOCH ,  ILLINOIS 

November  22,  1970 


Mr.  R.  Gorald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Lif  Foundation 
Fort  Waym®,  Indiana.  46801 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Wc  hav®  finally  locatad  two  Mary  Todd  Lincoln 
twit*    rw  i«  not  for  sala.  Th@  oth@r  can       purchased  lor  ^doO, 
??1  \^mpJ  ,S  doll  Sth  tha  ori6in,l  prafarrad haad  and  faat, 
»d is  16  inch.3  long.  Thasa  amciant  dolls  ar a  not  as  larga  a, 
Mrs.  Cashnaa's,  nhich  is  24  inches  in  length. 

If  you  wish  ma  to  do  this  doll  the  d@liv®r©d 
prica  mil  ba  $350.  It  will  ba  completely  dr<*ss®d  in  hand  n*d« 
?;™nt8  in  your  choice  of  Mrs.  Lincoln's  gown.  The  am  sho,m 
fnX  LShLni.n  institute  is  listed  in  th.  book,  Wjof 
First  Ladiaa"    by  H.rgr^t  W.  Bro^m  on  paga  72.  Tha  saooad  gow* 
f/ptterTin  Stephel  Lorft;S  "Lincoln"  fro,  a^hoio  *****  ^ 
Mathaw  Brady  of  Mrs,  Lincoln  m  April  ox  I860.  Most  libraries  naT® 
■fcha sa  books. 

If  you  should  prefer  a  larger  doll,  it  would  ba 
a  copy  nad*  at  a  later  dcte,  and  considerable  cheaper,  and  not 
too  difficult  to  find. 

In  th#  ©v©nt  you  should  find  an  original  Mary 
Todd  Doll,  I  would  still  ba  happy  to  dr^ss  it  for  you  for  $100, 

Most  sincoroly, 


Mrs,  J.W,  McMillen 


THE  LIVING  MUSEUM 


JANUARY-FEBRUARY  1971 
VOL.  XXXIII 
NO.  1 


Figurines  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards 
(Photo  by  Marlin  W.  Roos)  (See  Page  10) 


Cover:  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  (seated),  wife  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  her  sister, 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Ninian  Wirt  Edwards  in  Kentucky.  Mary  Todd,  who 
was  also  born  in  Kentucky,  met  Lincoln  in  her  sister's  Springfield  home  in  1839 
and  married  him  there  in  1842,  eighteen  years  before  he  was  elected  president. 
Dresses  ca.  1860. 
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HOBBIES—  The  Magazine  for  Collectors 


February,  19?2 


February,  1972  HOBBIES — The  Magazine  For  Collectors 
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DOLLOLOGY 

Conducted  by 
CLARA  H.  FAWCETT 

HAIRDOS 

By  CLARA  H.  FAWCETT 


Hairdo  of  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  Doll 
Charlie  Chaplin,  Portrait  Doll. 

— Photo  by  Don  McNait 

JOHN  A.  SISTO 

3B31  S.  Elm  wood  Ave   Berwyn,  III.  60402 

Phone:  (312)  484-9234  -  By  Appt.  Only 

Rare  &  scarce  fragment  of  a  Doll's  Head, 
terra  cotta,  found  In  a  child's  tomb,  In  the 
Southern  part  of  Italy,  2nd  century,  A.D., 
1,771  years  old,  mounted  on  marble  piece. 
Letter  of  authenticity  enclosed  with  purchase. 
Postage  &  Insurance  included.  Only  money 
orders  accepted.  Polaroids  $1,  refundable  upon 
return  of  picture  or  applied  to  order.  tfc 


A  variety  of  hairdos  found  on  dolls  in  the  mid-eighteen  hundreds  Dolls  with  these 
hair  styles  are  eagerly  sought  by  collectors. 

Usually  the  very  fancy  styles  graced  the  heads  of  parian  type  dolls. 
The  snood  hairdo  was  a  popular  style  among  china  manufacturers. 


ALICE  FRYE  HAMEL 

87  St.  James  Ave. 
Springfield,  Mass.  01109 

Phone:   (413)  737-6580 

PAPER  DOLLS 

By  Sheila  Young 

All  uncut  pages  from  Ladies  Home  Journal 

1.  Betty    Bonnet's    Next-Door  Neighbor, 
May,    1916  $6.00 

2.  Betty    Bonnet's    Married    Sister,  Sep- 
tember,    1916   $6.00 

3.  Betty   Bonnet's   Camp-Fire  Cousin, 
February,    1917  i  $6.00 

4.  Betty  Bonnet's  Big  Brother,  May  1917, 

    $6.00 

5.  Betty  Bonnet's  Army  &  Navy  Cousins, 
November,    1917   ,  ,  $6.00 

6.  Betty    Bonnet    Goes    To    A  Wedding 
(Bridegroom),    July,    1918   $6.00 

7.  Lettie    Lane's    Father    -    A    Man  of 
Fashion,    April,    1909   $6.00 

8.  Lettie's   Sister's   Wedding    (Minister  & 
Best  Man),  January,   1910    $6.00 

9.  Lettie   Lane's   Around-the-World  Party 


(American  Girl),  June  1911,   $6.00 

10.  Woman's  Home  Companion,  August, 
1913.  Complete  magazine  with  one 
sheet  of  Kewpie  Kut-Outs  by  Rose 
O'Neill.  "The  Musical  Kewpies  &  the 
Little  German  Girl."  Also  one  sheet 
of  Kewpie  Verses  &  Illustrations.  "The 
Kewpies  &  the  Little  German  Girl." 
$15.00. 

BOOKS 

a.  )  "Uncle    Tom's    Cabin,"    by  Harriet 

Beecher  Stowe.     1852.    Volumes  I  & 
II.     Hard   cloth   covers   worn,  inside 
fine  1  ,  $25.00 

b.  )  "The   Overall   Boys   in  Switzerland," 

by  Eulalie  Osgood  Grover.  Illustrated 
by  Bertha  Corbett  Melcher.  1916. 
Covers  rough.  Contents  good.  This 
was   a   school   book   .  ,-___$25.00 

c.  )  "Robinson    Crusoe."     Linen.  Father 

Tuck's   Pleasure    Series    __,  $6.75 

d.  )  Pictures  &  Stories  of  Animals.  Mc- 

Loughlin  Bros.    1902.    6  colored  plates 

   $5.00 

Allow  at  least  $2  for  postaee  &  insurance. 
Excess  will  be  refunded.  Stamp  for  reply, 
please.    Thank  you.  fc 


Vera  P.  Goebel 
4520  Lafayette  Eccplanade,  fart  Wayne,  Indiana 


Xeroxed  pages  from  China  Heads,  by  Martha  Cramer 

r  649.55  * 
C837c 

***** 

Per  Mrs.  Patterson,  owner  of  the  Doll  Hospital 
on  West  Wayne  Street: 

From  Second  and  Third  Blue  Book  of  Dolls  and 
Values  by  Jan  Foulke: 

"Flat  Tops"  1850-1870  (page  81)  $175-$185 
"Covered  Wagon"  1840-1860  (page  79)  $350-$400 

Mrs.  Patterson  has  seen  only  one  genuine  Mary 
Todd  Lincoln  doll.    It  is  not  a  "flat  top."    The  hair 
is  parted  in  the  middle,  drawn  sleek  to  the  ear  and 
then  puffs  out;  it  resembles  the  "covered  wagon." 

***** 

My  doll  is  a  "flat  top";  it  belonged  to  my  mother's 
youngest  sister,  born  1888,  died  1893. 


*Bodies  were  of  cloth  with  either  leather  or  china 
arms  and  legs. 


I 


L860 


This  group  we  consider  Civil  War  Era,  ISGO's.  Many  styles 
carried  over  into  the  1870' s,  too.  These  are  fliii  tops,  highbrows, 
or  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  heads. 


* 


eyes. 


#S8      4"  head 

Very  rosy  cheeks,  eye  dots 
very  small.  HighjighjLs  are 
not  jccabJe  here. 


3V-2~  head 

A  self-satisfied  china  who  knows  she 
is  old  and  feels  superior  about  it.  Slight- 
ly pink  with  well-molded  eyelids  and 
lips  painted  separately. 
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A  similar  trio.  The  om  on fhe  left  is  pink.  All  have  reel  Lid  lines, 
eye  dots,  and  nostril  dots. 


#92      SVa"' head 

Pink  china  head,  not  quite  as 
round-cheeked  as  #93.  Highlights, 
circles  at  nose  and  eyes,  red  lid 
line. 


#93      m"  head 

See  the  highlights  in  her  eyesr 


//'//      TA>  "  IkukI 

Another  big  one  wit  d  nice  \\\\<\\ 
lights      well  as  red  lid  lines  eye 
dot s  and  uosl i il  dot.';, 


/r.'A")       PA"  ln-Uii 
I    \  'nusual  e\  es.  I  here  is  a  dai  k 
/line  iirouiid  the  iris,  Ml  lines  and 
/  dots,  including  one  through  mouth 
/    and  highlight  s  in  e\  es 


FIRST 


I 


1000  MARTHA  DANDRIDGECUSTS  WASHINGTON 

Martha  Washington  was  the  first  First  Lady.  Her  ongmal  dress  is  ot 
salmon  pink  faille,  its  design  handprinted  m  natural  colors  wtth  nabve 
North  Amencan  wildflowers  in  the  larger  medallion  spaces  and  insects 
in  the  smaller  ones.  The  onginal  fabnc  was  woven  in  Europe  and 
painted  in  China.  She  holds  a  brown  satin  bag  which  she  made  nerse B. 
The  bag  was  made  from  a  piece  of  one-of  her  dresses  and  inset  with 
a  piece  of  George  Washington's  uniform  Across  the  front  it  is  em- 
broidered with  an  inscnphon  which  reads  Worn  by  Gent  G.  &  Mrs 
Washington."  The  mob  cap  and  mitts  she  wears  were  fashionable  to 
social  gatherings  in  the  late  eighteenth  century.  The  quilted  petticoat 
under  the  gown  completes  the  costume. 

1001  MARY  TODD  LINCOLN 

This  dress  was  worn  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  to  the  New  Year  s  Day  reception  at 
the  White  House  in  1864.  It  marked  the  end  of  her  wearing  black  in 
mourning  for  her  son.  Willie,  who  died  in  the  White  House  in  1862  The 
royal  purple  velvet  of  this  dress  is  set  of  f  by  the  white  satin  piping I  along 
the  seams  and  by  the  black  and  white  lace  decorations  on  the  bodice 
and  sleeves.  The  hooped  petticoat  and  black  boots  on  the  doll,  copies 
of  onginals  of  the  period,  complete  the  ensemble. 

1002  DOLLEY  PAYNE  TODD  MADISON 

A  contemporary  account  descnbed  this  dress  worn  by  Mis.  Madison  to 
a  New  Year's  Day  reception  in  1816,  as  "ye  low  satin  embroidered  aU 
over  with  sprigs  of  butterflies,  not  two  alike.  Mrs^  Madison  had 
exchanged  the  Quaker  caps  of  her  youth  for  turbans,  which  she  always 
wore  afpublic  functions.  The  p.nk  of  this  one  reflects  a  cob m  the 
gown's  butterflies.  The  slip,  which  is  part  of  the  doll  s  costume,  features 
a  pocket  and  she  wears  cotton  stockings 

1003  GRACE  ANNA  GOODHUE  COOLIDGE 

This  dress  worn  at  the  White  House  reception,  is  typical  of  the  (tap- 
per'  era  which  coincided  with  the  Calvm  Coolidge  administration 
1923-29)  It  is  of  red  chiffon  velvet,  featuring  a  three-tiered  skirt.  A 
long  train  is  attached  at  the  shoulders.  President  Coolidge  took  plea- 
sure in  selecting  clothes  for  his  wife  and  particularly  liked  her  in  shades 
of  red. 


DOLLEY 
PAYNE  TODD 
MADISON 


GRACE 
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GOODHUE 
COOLIDGE 


The  Smithsonian  Institution  and  Suzanne 
Gibson  present  dolls  of  the  first  ladies  of  the 
American  presidents,  dressed  in  gowns 
based  on  the  Collection  of  Dresses  of  the 
First  Ladies  in  the  National  Museum  of 
American  History  at  the  Smithsonian. 

The  idea  for  the  Smithsonian's  dress  col- 
lection originated  in  the  early  1900' s  with 
Mrs.  Rose  Gouverneur  Hoes  and  Mrs.  Julian 
James,  two  Washington  women  who  were 
interested  in  the  costume  collections  of  the 
Institution.  Mrs.  William  Howard  Taft  pre- 
sented the  first  dress  to  the  Smithsonian  in 
1912  when  she  was  the  First  Lady.  Former 
First  Ladies  and  their  descendants  all  over 
the  United  States  then  were  asked  to  donate 
dresses,  and  every  subsequent  First  Lady 
has  followed  suit.  Selections  from  the  Collec- 
tion of  First  Ladies  Dresses  are  on  view  in  a 
special  exhibition  in  the  Smithsonian's 
Museum  of  American  History.  The  exhibi- 
tion, entitled  the  First  Ladies  Hall,  includes 
gowns  representing  each  first  lady  of  every 
presidential  administration  from  that  of 
George  Washington  to  the  present.  The 


gowns  are  exhibited  as  they  were  received 
by  the  museum.  While  they  provide  a  social 
document  on  the  First  Ladies,  they  should 
not  be  considered  an  accurate  panorama  of 
American  period  costume. 

To  ensure  complete  authenticity  for  the 
First  Ladies  Dolls,  Suzanne  Gibson  worked 
closely  with  museum  curators  and  specialists. 
She  was  granted  access  to  pertinent 
research  facilities  in  the  museum  to  study 
each  aspect  of  period  fashion.  In  the  course 
of  her  research,  Suzanne  Gibson  learned 
such  details  of  historical  accuracy  as  the  fact 
that  the  early  first  ladies  did  not  wear  under- 
garments because  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  at  the  time  (our  dolls  all  wear 
undergarments). 

Other  than  the  addition  of  period  under- 
garments, and  design  alterations  necessary 
to  make  doll  dresses  from  full-scale  originals, 
our  dolls  are  dressed  in  careful  reproductions 
of  actual  First  Ladies  gowns.  The  fabric,  pat- 
tern, construction,  shoes  and  accessories  with 
each  doll  replicate  the  actual  period  fashions. 


You  are  no.  the  proud  own.  of  an  *ffi^S^£^ 
the  serious  collector.  StaSftS-.-  Internal 

or  her  outstanding  efforts  in  the  held  of 
been  elected  to  the  National  institute  of  ^^^^^S^  of 
of  nationally  known  artists  who  work  toward  establishing 
fine  original  handmade  dolls. 
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dolls  for  study  and  admiration 


BY  MONA  BORGER 


Photography 
by  Judy  Reed 


San  Francisco,  California 


112 


circa  1860 


Black-haired  china  head  doll  with  gold  snood 
and  heavy  gold  lustre  bows  at  ears;  enough 
gold  to  give  a  mirror-like  effect.  The  painting 
is  crisp  and  well-done;  blue  eyes  and  the 
expected  red-orange  detail.  This  style  of  chin 
doll  has  acquired  the  name  of  "Mary  Todd 
Lincoln";  however,  it  is  not  known  if  it 
originally  was  intended  to  be  a  portrait  of  Mr: 
Lincoln.  On  old  cloth  body  with  china  arms 
and  legs.  Total  height  is  20". 


Shown  in  color  photograph  (5),  page  100. 
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*  jess 
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circa  1860 


China  lady  with  hair  style  of  multiple  features: 
white  center  part;  six  waves  across  top,  ending 
in  a  long  roll  at  each  temple;  hair 
brushstroked  from  temples  to  ears,  puffed 
outward  at  sides;  back  reveals  snood  caught  at 
nape  of  neck  with  wide  comb  and,  beneath,  a 
wide  chignon  onto  shoulders.  Smooth  white 
well-made  china.  Hair,  snood  and  comb  are 
painted  black;  no  additional  color.  The 
manufacturer  appears  to  be  the  same  as  that 
of  the  Grape  Lady.  Sharp  modeling  at  face  and 
precise  painting  of  features.  On  old  cloth 
body;  old  straight,  but  chubby  arms;  china 
legs  have  molded,  orange-painted,  heeled 
shoes,  fashioned  with  V  shape  at  instep  and 
blue  lines  to  indicate  ties;  blue  painted  bows 
under  knees.  Shoulder  head  is  5"  high;  total 
doll  height  is  20". 
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